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The Highlights - 
 Jan. 4, 2007 – Todd Sta-
ples sworn in as 11th Texas 
Commissioner of Agricul-
ture

 May 23, 2007 – Commis-
sioner Staples quadruples 
fines on fuel retailers who 
shortchange drivers

 Sept. 14, 2007 – TDA 
celebrates 100-year anni-
versary with Texas-sized 
celebration

 Nov. 29, 2007 – Com-
missioner Staples an-
nounces Texas agriculture 
industry has a record $100 
billion annual economic 
impact on state

 Jan. 15, 2008 – Commis-
sioner Staples presents initial 
Texans Feeding Texans 
grants to home-delivered 
meal providers 

 Jan. 17, 2008 – GO TEXAN 
Restaurant Program is 
launched

 June 19, 2008 - TDA 
begins first summer as ad-
ministers of the summer 
nutrition programs

 Oct. 1, 2008 – Commis-
sioner Staples kicks off in-
augural GO TEXAN Res-
taurant Round-Up

 June 9, 2009 – Commis-
sioner Staples launches 
Mayors Challenge to as-
sist in feeding more Texas 
children

 June 26, 2009 – GO 
TEXAN Wildlife initiative 
is established

 Nov. 4, 2009 – Commis-
sioner Staples announces 
first-ever Young Farmer 
Grant Program

 Dec. 11, 2009 – Commis-
sioner Staples chairs new 
Bioenergy Policy Council

 Feb. 16, 2010 – Commis-
sioner Staples joins chal-
lenge to halt EPA from reg-
ulating greenhouse gases

 June 16, 2010 – Com-
missioner Staples unveils 
broadband map of Texas

 Aug. 20, 2010 – TDA 
and the Cooper Institute 
partner to develop Nutri-
gram to promote healthy 
living

 Nov. 2, 2010 – Commis-
sioner Staples wins a sec-
ond term as Texas Com-
missioner of Agriculture 

Operation New Fences a Success
April 24, 2009

WINNIE — On Saturday, Agriculture Commis-
sioner Todd Staples led an effort to rebuild fences 
on ranches that were hit by Hurricane Ike more 
than six months ago. Through “Operation New 
Fences,” Commissioner Staples, state agency of-
ficials, local community leaders and volunteers 
distributed more than $100,000 worth of donated 
fence posts and barbed wire to nearly 100 ranch-
ers in the Hurricane Ike surge zone in Chambers, 
Galveston, Jefferson, Liberty and Orange coun-
ties. Each rancher received 250 fence posts and 10 
rolls of barbed wire, enough to rebuild a half-mile 
of fence. 

“Seven months ago the skies were dark when Hur-
ricane Ike ripped through this region, but today 
the true spirit of Texas is shining brightly,” Com-
missioner Staples said. “It is a tribute to our grand 
state to see these donors and volunteers helping 
their fellow Texans overcome adversity and build 
a new future one fence post at a time.“

Commissioner Staples announced “Operation 
New Fences” last month after learning many 
ranchers were still leasing pastures for their live-
stock in other areas of the state because of a lack of 
resources to rebuild fences destroyed by Hurricane 
Ike. The Texas Department of Agriculture created 
a Web page specifically for this effort where pro-
ducers could sign up for this one-time assistance.

Congratulations on the Outstanding Success of Your First Term.
Your Communications Staff,
Bryan Black · Veronica Obregon · David Glessner · Jeremy Fuchs · Becky Ozuna · Bill McLean · Joyce Hill · Elizabeth Longoria

Gettin’ the Hogs Outta Texas!
October 4, 2010

ARLINGTON — With as many as 2 million feral hogs causing millions of dollars in urban and rural property damage across the 
Lone Star State each year, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) today challenged all 254 Texas counties to step up efforts to 
curb the ongoing problem and decrease the state’s feral hog population. 

Today in Arlington, which has been seriously impacted by feral hogs, Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples read a proclamation 
declaring October “Hog Out Month - Get the Hog Outta Texas!”  

Texas-Mexico 
Cattle Trade 
Takes Center 
Stage
May 20, 2008

Staples Launches New 
Fuel Quality Initiative
January 26, 2010

LAREDO – Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner Todd Staples 
announced today a major 
trade agreement has been 
reached between the U.S. 
and Mexico.   

“After more than four years of banned beef cattle exports to Mexico, I 
am pleased to report the stalemate is over. The U.S. and Mexican gov-
ernments have come to an agreement on exporting breeding beef cattle 
to Mexico consistent with the guidelines of the World Organisation for 
Animal Health (OIE),” Commissioner Staples said. 

On March 4, 2008, Commissioner Staples issued an order banning the 
movement of Canadian cattle through TDA export facilities along the 
Mexican border. This action came after Mexico signed an agreement 
with Canada that allowed for a more lucrative trade of Canadian cattle 
than what had been allowed with U.S. cattle producers.

AUSTIN — Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples 
today strengthened consumer protection in Texas by 
launching a new statewide fuel quality program tar-
geting contaminated fuel. Until now, there has not 
been a state agency in Texas with the authority to 
protect drivers from receiving tainted fuel.

“When Texas drivers top off their tanks, they need to 
know that the fuel they pay for is of the highest quality,” 
Commissioner Staples said.

AUSTIN — Nationally acclaimed economist Dr. 
Ray Perryman recognizes the Texas Department 
of Agriculture’s GO TEXAN Certified Retirement 
Community Program as an excellent tool for cit-
ies across Texas to use for enhancing economic 
development. He also suggests other states should 
use the program as a model for their recruitment 
of retirees.

Certified Retirement 
Communities Abound
November 8, 2009

Operation Spotlight Shines in the News
July 22, 2008

AUSTIN – Commissioner Staples today announced results of “Operation Spotlight,” a major 
investigation into Petroleum Wholesale, L.P.’s fuel stations. The company operates under the 
name Sunmart in Texas, and has stations located in several cities across the state. Findings 
from “Operation Spotlight” have confirmed numerous Sunmart gas stations have cheated 
Texas consumers by giving them less fuel than they purchased.


