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Webb County rancher 
attacked by suspected 

cartel members
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“Maybe they’ll need a moat, maybe they’ll 
want alligators in the moat.” 

– President Barack Obama, discussing border security in El Paso, TX May 10, 2011

Video Highlights

“Will Washington do something? We've tried for 
years... The borders are not secure, we're porous."

– Linda Vickers, South Texas Rancher
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“The border is better now than it ever has been.” 

– Secretary Janet Napolitano, speaking in El Paso, TX March 24, 2011

“I’ve never seen the border as secure as it is now.”  

– Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, John Morton, C-SPAN, March 14, 2011

THe DireCTor of immigraTion & CusToms...

THe HomelanD seCuriTy seCreTary...
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"Violent crime in border communities has remained flat or fallen in the past decade, 
according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Uniform Crime Report, 
and some of the safest communities in America are at the border." 

– Gene Garza, CBP Director of Field Operations, Written Testimony to House Homeland Security Subcommittee, May 1, 2012

THe CBP DireCTor of fielD oPeraTions...
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“the FBI discourages ranking the agencies and using the data as a 
measurement of law enforcement effectiveness.”
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“...These rankings lead to simplistic and/or incomplete analyses 
that often create misleading perceptions adversely affecting 
cities and counties, along with their residents.”
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9 uCr Data does not track 
cartel-related crimes

▶ Drug trafficking
▶ Human trafficking
▶ engaging in organized  
  criminal activity
▶ aggravated assault
▶ extortion
▶ Kidnapping
▶ Home invasion

Source: DPS
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Texas Border security:  
a strategic military assessment

• Texas has become critical terrain and operational ground zero 
in the cartel’s effort to expand into the United States. 

• Farmers, ranchers and other citizens in border communities are 
caught in the crossfire of escalating cross-border violence. 

• Drug cartels exploit porous borders using all the traditional 
elements of military force, including command and control, 
logistics, intelligence, information operations and the application 
of increasingly deadly firepower.

Gen. Barry McCaffrey, (Ret.)
Maj. Gen. Robert Scales, (Ret.)
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Cartel profits from drug and human smuggling 
are estimated as high as $39 billion a year.

These profits have left us
• Outgunned 
• Outmanned

Source: DPS
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We Salute
Local authorities, State Police and Border Patrol for performing excellent work and 

putting their lives on the line to protect us each day.

But, we need additional federal resources to protect our citizens and keep our brave men 
and women of law enforcement out of harm’s way
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25 HomiCiDeS 
SinCe 2009

58 SHooTingS AT lAw enforCemenT
SinCe 2009

337 CArTel memberS ArreSTeD 
SinCe 2009

120 KiDnAppingS 
   SinCe 2004

369 CHilDren TrAffiCKeD inTo TexAS 
from 2007-2011

480 HumAn TrAffiCKing AnD Smuggling ViCTimS in TexAS 
SinCe 2011

Documented Cartel-related Crimes in Texas 
Source: DpS

? ???? unKnown AnD unDoCumenTeD CArTel-relATeD CrimeS
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14
AGENTS
PER MILE

TE XA S

6
AGENTS
PER MILE

T E X A S

texaS BearS
the

Burden

14

64% of border
(1,241 miles )

44% of Border Patrol agents
(approx. 8,000 agents)

36% of border
(692 miles)

56% of Border Patrol agents
(approx. 10,200 agents)

VS.

TX

CA

AZ NM

Mexico

CA-AZ-NM

TX

miles of u.s. Border & number  
of Border Patrol agents

of U.S. border

of U.S. border



Securing
Our 

Border
Commissioner Todd Staples

Texas Department of Agriculture

texaS BearS
the

Burden

15

Source: gAo, 2011

only 44% of the border  

is under some level of 

operational 

control
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Since 2007, almost 50% of cartel-related homicides in the entire country 
of Mexico have occured in the 6 Mexican states that border the U.S.

Source: DpS
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Source: DpS

Of those homicides, a vast majority have occured in the Mexican 
states that border Texas.

57%

70%

81%

87%

91%

first 9 months
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gen. Barry mcCaffrey (ret.) 
report to u.s. military academy

July 5, 2012

• In 2011, 13,000+ drug-related murders in Mexico, a 20% RISE over 2010. 

• Violent deaths in Juarez are down 50% in 2011 -- although they still 
suffer a murder rate which is 1,100% of Mexico's average.

• 94,000 weapons recovered in Mexico in the past 5 years -- 64,000 
came from U.S.
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mccaFFrey 
rePort

• Without integrity of the 
225,000 uniformed members 
of the Mexican Armed Forces, 
there is a reasonable chance 
that Mexico would have become 
a failed state.

CoRRUption  &  CoURage
• Cartels spend $100 million per 
month to bribe police forces. 

• Police are frequently involved 
in kidnapping, extortion and acting 
directly on behalf of organized 
crime. 

• Cartels control estimated 980 
local governments in Mexico.
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general’s mcCaffrey's Conclusions

The U.S. TenDS TO Be In denial ABOUT The level OF ThreAT 
POSeD By The MexIcAn TrAnSnATIOnAl crIMInAl OrgAnIzATIOnS. 

OUr anemic ATTenTIOn AnD reSOUrceS TO MexIcO IS A FAIlUre 
OF STrATegIc vISIOn TO See Where OUr vITAl nATIOnAl InTereSTS 
Are threatened.
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81 joURnalists 
killed in MexiCo sinCe 2000.

Source: Mexico’s national human rights commission
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250
Cameras

2,000+
apprehensions

5 tons
narCotiCs seized

Source: DpS

operation

6
months
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texanS
Filling tHe 

gaP

$462,019,207  
fullfilling U.S. constitutional duties.
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Video Highlights

"To find dead people and lots of them is 
really something else. it's been well over 45 
in the past 10 years that we've found dead."

"my oldest child is so afraid of a bad guy 
getting back in the house that she has 

nightmares. i mean, this is a small child 
that shouldn't have to be put in this 

situation."
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protectYourtexasBorder.com
"texas traffic" series
• recently launched 

• Debut a new interview each week for 16 weeks 

• real stories from those living along the Texas/Mexico border
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EACH TIME A 
FARMER OR RANCHER

IS THREATENED, 
OUR NATION’S
 FOOD SUPPLy 
IS IMPACTED.

Agriculture 
is A $100 billion/yr. 
sector of the texAs economy
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Farms and ranches in Texas border counties generate 
over $700 million in agricultural sales annually.

The 15 counties along the Texas border with Mexico 

include nearly 8,200 farms and ranches covering more 

than 15 million acres.

annual volume of commodities produced in texas border counties:
• 1 billion lbs. of grain sorghum
• 439 million lbs. of grapefruit
• 27 million lbs. of cotton
• 332,000 head of cattle that produce almost 250 million pounds of beef
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“Due to the increased border violence in northern Mexico, we were not able to 
allow USDA personnel to travel into Reynosa, Nuevo Laredo and Pierdas Negras 
to inspect and dip Mexican cattle destined for export to the U.S.” 

– USDA Blog, April 8, 2011

citrus greening

Boll Weevil

Mexican Fruit Fly

Fever Tick
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No. 2 Export Market

No. 3 Import Source
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TRiplE the number of boots on the ground 

AlloCATE surplus military equipment from iraq & Afghanistan to border region 

EMpowER law enforcement with additional funding & broader rules of engagement 

MoDERNiZE ports of entry and increase staffing levels to meet security and economic needs

CATEGoRiZE the violence for what it is: terroristic activity by violent transnational 
criminal organizations

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Law enforcement haS 
confirmed that  

carteL gangS are 
oPerating in citieS Like:

neW yOrk
lOS AngeleS
DAllAS
hOUSTOn
Denver
POrTlAnD
DeTrOIT
rOck SPrIngS
rAleIgh
JAckSOn

ThIS ISn’T JUST A 
texas PrOBleM.

leADIng TO cOnTInUeD assaUlts On U.S. cITIzenS On U.S. SOIl.

Source: Texas border Security, A Strategic 
military Assessment
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Photo by Michael Stravato for The New York Times


